Alchemy in the English State Papers

Edward VI. Vol. IV. 64. [Undated. 15537?] Portionathemical treatise, giving directions for thentnauting baser
metals to gold and silver, and describing the eistaf the Elixir vitae. [8 pages, imperfect, ancclmdamaged.]

Mary Vol. VII. 46. [March 30th 1556.] Statement bynnes that John Dethicke applied to him, as hasgkilj in
alchymy, to make experiments on a foreign coinecb#faldergylders, to convert them into gold.

Elizabeth Vol. XXXVI. 12. [Feb. 7th 1565.] Memoriaf Cornelius de Alneto, alias Lannoy, to the Qudeffiering
to produce for Her Highness' use 50,000 marks of gald yearly, on certain conditions. Lat.

Elizabeth Vol. XXXVI. 13. [Feb. 9th 1565.] Cornetiwle Lannoy, alias de Alneto, to the Queen. Shbatshe has
acquired great skill in the transmutation of metatsd repeats the offers made in the preceding. Lat

Elizabeth Vol. XXXIX. 39. [March 7th 1566.] ArmigiWWaad to Cecill. A certain person has arrangedtha of
his departure. First to speak with the Lady Ceclilidfe medicine or elixir he carries with him. Propesis arres
The irons for casting ingots, and other thingsgiamjection, he takes with him.

Elizabeth Vol. XXXVI. 88. [May 1566.] A receipt fdransmutation of metals into gold. Lat.

Elizabeth Vol. XL. 28. [July 15th 1566.] Arm. WadalLeicester and Cecill. Has repaired to the Toavet
examined Mr Cornelius [Lannoy?] as to delay in gss# metals, etc. Particulars of the conversatibich took
place.

Elizabeth Vol. XIll. 23. [July? 1566] [Cornelius haoy] to the Queen. | know how grievous this detayst be to
you. | have nothing to offer you in this your kireggd but my life, which would be a heavy loss to mgacent wife.
As to the businessf transmuting metals and gems to greater perfectither the work has been disturbed, or s
wicked man has been present, or | have erred threyigcopation. Pray permit me to write to my frieridr help,
for | can indubitably perform what | have promisgldpage Latin.]

23. (1) Directions [by Cornelius Lannoy] for empilog a certain medicine for converting base metalis gold. [1
1/4 pages.]

23. (2) Translation of the above. [2 1/2 pageshihandwriting of Armigail Waad.]

Elizabeth Vol. XL. 32. [July 19th 1566. London.]rAr Waad to the Earl of Leicester and Sir Wm. Ce€itle
Lieutenant of the Tower has shewn him the lettefcemed. Explains the meaning of a passage. Combtig great!
abused the Queen. Incloses:-

32. (1). Cornelius de Lannoy to Leicester and Cdaiing explanation of his proceedings. Begs foraydrom the
Queen, and acknowledges his delinquency. Lat.

Elizabeth Vol. XL. 44. [August 3rd 1566. Tower abhdon.] Declaration, by Cornelius de Lannoy, thitplease
the Queen to release him from confinement, hewiihout delay put in operation that wonderful alifor making
gold for Her Majesty's service. Lat.

Elizabeth Vol. XL. 49. [August 13th 1566. Towerlaindon.] Cornelius de Lannoy to Leicester and Cecil
Implores the Queen's mercy. Shews the impedimemitshvhe has encountered in the operations he walefor
the making of gold. Lat.

Elizabeth Vol. XL. 53. [August 26th 1566. Towerlaindon.] Sir Francis Jobson and Armigill Waad taiCe
Have conference with Cornelius on the subject sfdtter. Requisitions made by Cornelius for cangydn his



alchemical operations, for which a small sum of mowill be required.

Elizabeth Vol. XLII. 30. [March 13th 1567.] Corned Alnetanus [Lannoy] to William Cecill. Promisespgerform
the things mentioned in his offers to the Quee. Inzloses:-

30 (1). Cornelius Alnetanus to the Queen. Soleranlyages to produce gold and gems by a chemicatgsot3
March 1567.

[In Cecill's diary, under the date 10 Feb. 156Thésfollowing entry: "Cornelius de la Noye, antgimist, wrought
in Somerset House, and abused many in promisiognigert any metall into Gold".]

Elizabeth Vol. XIIl. 122. [1567?]. Memorandum thhe society of the new art to go forward as iigmed. Wm.
Medley to be bound in 5000 ., that by colour ¢f #ociety, he nor any other for him shall multipfymake any
gold or silver contrary to law.

The society to be bound in 5000 |., that if the @ubas a mind to resume the same into her handsicaupy the
said new art by herself, or by any other, or otligewhink good that the said society should cotina longer than
21 years, upon warning given after 20 years, tiogepshall surrender at the end of 21 years tlvhle interest
into her hands, and be dissolved.

If Her Majesty or any other shall be then mindedd¢oupy the said art, the corporation shall be mgEmsed for
their charges in building, leads, vessels, andrattensils. [1 1/4 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. LXXI. 63. [July 29th 1570.] John Shoot and Tho. Stanley, of the Mint, to the Courldive
examined John Bulkeley, student of Oxford, and ¥ffl Bedo, prisioners in the Tower, and forwardrthei
depositions. Inclosing:-

63 (1). Examination of John Bulkeley, touching tdgnmunications with William Bedo as to castinggufe for
recovery of lost money.

63 (2). Examination of Willam Bedo, stationer, thing certain conferences which he had with Johrk@&al/, who
undertook to shew him various alchemical secretispractices for diminishing and lessening the adithe realm
by sweating, etc.

Elizabeth Vol. LXXV. 66. [1570?] Note of the contsrof the letter to Her Majesty written from J. &sbn, native
of Lubeck. On the subject of alchemy: offering & three wonderful alchemical glasses; and of tidertaking by
Robert Smythe, on the peril of his head, to brig@@0 dollars into the Queen's coffers by their msea

Elizabeth Vol. CCXXXIX. 76. [July 3rd. 1591.] ThoRage to [Lord Burghley]. Can show the crucibled an
quicksilver in a box, delivered to one of his Ldriss attendants by a constable; it will answeliitkglf that it is
raw mercury, and every shop affords the like; thdug have practised a conclusion at Prague, whiead®ought it
for the red powder, but the informer is mistakeish&s he had a little quantity wherewith to presést Majesty;
his Lordship should most willingly have had the bonof presenting it and the writer. Hears that Blyar's men
have come, those that departed from Prague the daynes Sir Edward, before the writer arrived.

Elizabeth Vol. CCXL. 149. [1592.] Paper, headeda¥® Adversariorum Equitis Walteri Rhalegh”, beargitrary
signs denoting certain chemical substances, dspgsts, etc.

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLIII. 9. [Sept. 12. 1592.] Clemddraper to the Queen... Has been detained inpfi2oyears
against all right, by practice of the Earl of Hungfilon... With religious observations, comparingwloed of God to
the philosopher's stone, and religion to the ebxilife. [2 3/4 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLIII. 122. [1592.] List of writigs and books belonging to Stephen Trefulacke,inglab
astrology, conjuring and alchemy.

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLV. 130. [Oct. 20. 1593. LubeRploff Peterson to the Queen. Clement Ouldfieldnbn
Kent, came to lodge in his house at Lubec, 11 S&87, and continued there until 6 Sept. 1593, wieedied; he
studied alchemy night and day, and had broughtélirns such perfection that, if the Lord had spahnegdlife six
months longer, he believed he should have reapeldairt's desire. The day before he died, he §eorftrmed the
writer that he had at last found out and long lkepécret of such value, and so far exceeding fadirpthat none but
high and mighty Princes should participate, he theivered to him three glass bodies, containiceical
preparations, sol, luna, etc. and explained thease sundry others. After this he told him he haxlcst wonderful



secret, which, in the hands of any man but meakilfukin this art, would work wonderful things, drwished the
writer to make profit thereby, in regard of hisdivess; but inasmuch as the great and infiniteureaghat might t
attained by these means rather appertained to dfesty of kings and princes than to men of histestee bound
him by an oath to present the same to the QueEngand, and wait her answer six months, beforamiogehe
matter to any other, or making profit thereof, whie might then do if she refused; after this leddgd up the
ghost. If Her Majesty will send any skilful mante further advertised, and to see the thingsady¢o discharge
his trust; but if he has no knowledge within sixntits, shall esteem himself freed from the coverad,at liberty
to dispose thereof. [2 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLVII. 36. [Feb. 2nd. 1594.] Pragmiby Rob. Smith of Great Yarmouth, that whereasase
delivered into the hands of Sir Thos. Wilkes, clefithe Council, a letter to the Queen from Roléterson, of
Lubec, offering to present three glasses or badiagchemy, one of Sol, one of Luna, and the ottiéviercury, as
the gift of Mr. Ouldfield, born in Kent, and hadered Sir Thomas, at the peril of his head, tod#6,000 dollars
into Her Majesty's coffers for these glasses oiidgmadvithout one penny of expense, if it will pledser Majesty nc
to meddle with the receiving of them; and whereashtls were moved as to how Her Majesty might candide
virtues of these glasses bodies, as being without error or deceit, anétivbr she would accept them or the mo
he confirms on his allegiance and life, the fivgb tparticulars, and offers to bring Roloff, if heds, and the glasses
or bodies, before Her Majesty, to beamxned, after which, if she shall refuse the badieswill be bound as befo
to procure the money at his own charge.

Elizabeth Vol. CCXLVII. 72. [Feb. 20th. 1594. HarmoptCourt.] Instructions to Rob. Smith, of Yarmoutbnt by
the Queen to Lubec. He having received the Queeplg to a letter from Roloff Peterson, of Lubexid repair
thither, deliver the letter, receive the three glagdies, and bring them to Her Majesty. He isstegtain from
Peterson whether the materials therein were comresidzy Ouldfield to be brought to full perfectiand if anything
is lacking, what it is. Also to recover any bookgapers of Ouldfield relating thereto, or othehisf books which
treat of alchemy; also a secret menstruum, withduth the matesls aforesaid can hardly be brought to perfec
All these things are to be brought to Her Majestygrder to ascertain their value, and either dettaém, or return
them, on the consideration mentioned. [Copy. 1phges.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCL. 9. [Sept. 30th. 1594. Greenwli@eclaration by the Queen, that whereas Cleméatfield
made a bequest, containing certain secrets of mlgh® Roloffe Peterson of Lubec, on conditionldit being firs
offered on composition to Her Majesty, the saidus= shall be delivered unopened to the deputiyeofterchant
adventurers at Stade, for Peterson; or if sheciagald to keep it, he shall receive 500 I. for #meeswithin six
months. [Copy.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLI. 57. [March 13th. 1595.] Insttions for Rob. Smith, sent on Her Majesty's serito
Germany. You shall repair to where you know thespes remain, with whom you are to confer on theiserfor
which sent, and speedily bring to Her Majesty'sarsfthe sum which you promised, for the miale bequeathed
her by Clement Oldfield, deceased. As she has pexrthe said materials, or 500 I., before 20th IAgwkt, to
Roloff Peterson, of Lubec, you are, if possibleinform her before that time, whether you can cossgghe matter.
If unable so to do, you are to tell Peterson thatgerson to whom the Queen sent for advice d®ogetmaterials is
ill, and cannot attend before June, and to recuesistponement till June 15, when the money ogdtiuals will be
delivered him by the governor of the Merchant Adueers at Stade, who has received orders to tFattef

If you conclude with the parties to whom you regortthe promised sum, it may be paid at Stadd,ipdrand, and
part on bond, and the materials delivered, withiguible or alteration, as left by Oldfield, on Jurte

All secrecy is to be observed, that it may not lggpesed that the Queen has any other interestisatid materials
than as a princess to whom, for their rarenesgpegrousness, they were offered; but that, theirgh®ow in the
realm some acquainted with them, she has left tioetime disposition of a servant of hers, by whom sice depute
to make such benefit as their value allows. Peteisto be led to suppose that your journey to Gérnynis to bring
to Her Majesty a person who can inform her aboaitifaterials. You are to send a speedy report akethdt of
your mission, that orders may be given accordin@\./2 pages.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLI. 58. [March 14th. 1595.] The @wil to Alderman Saltonstall, governor of the Meant
Adventurers of London, resident at Stade. We sendtlree cases, two of wood, and one of black npt sealec
with glass bodies therein, which you are to senthéccompany, to be safely kept until further osdéfrbefore or
about 24th April next, Roloff Peterson of Lubeclshiim, by a writing from Her Majesty, either tisaid cases or



a sum of money in lieu thereof, he is requestgab&ipone his claim till June 10, since a persomttom Her
Majesty sent to judge to quality of the things @dmed in the glasses could not hitherto come tddfabbecause of
sickness, but she has now sent into that courgpeaial messenger for him. You are to keep youinigathe
glasses a secret from Peterson, Rob. Smith, awtha&lis, and only to deliver them on order fromr][$hos.

Wilkes. [1 1/2 pages. Copy.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLIV. 46. [Oct. 1595.] Protest te made by the deputy governor of the Merchant Atlwers at
Stade. In Sept. 1594, the Queen received from RBEterson of Lubec certain material of alchemgesup in
glass cases, and promised that they should benestgafe and unopened in six months, to the Meatdhmnturer'
deputy at Stade, for restoration to Peterson,sw tlat he should be paid 500 |. Before the tinpoiyped, the
Queen, as she could not obtain information in tifthe virtues supposed to be in the materialsyned them to
the said deputy, requesting Peterson to wait awemtdl Rob. Smith had procured a person from Gamynto
inform her of their qualities. Peterson promisedvtit till Sept. 30, when he declared he could waifonger, and
demanded the 500 I. Sent the Queen word, and extéier directions, that as Peterson will not beertrto wait
till she can procure a skilful person - who is aasily to be found - to test the value of the malgrHer Majesty
returns them. Thereupon, |, the deputy, herebyaetadhim the three glass bodies, to see thatlihgg been
unopened, and am ready to deliver them to him smélivery of the Queen's note thereon.

Peterson having refused to receive the same, depaty, protest my freedom from any charge or dgmmalating
to the said goods, and declare that neither | reorNbjesty is bound to pay the 500 I., unless stterbtained the
goods. | think Peterson forgets the high statdefsacred person he deals with, in claiming theayaevithout
having intimated his mislike of the delays. [6 paye

Elizabeth Vol. CCLXXII. 1. [August 1st. 15990nhdon.] John Chamberlain to Dud. Carleton, attemdimthe Lorc
Governor of Ostend. [Sundry news.]... Scory, tlelinist, who has been so long tampering for thiopbpher's
stone, is committed to the Gatehouse for coiniBgrgges.]

Elizabeth Vol. CCLXXXII. 51. [Dec? 1601.] Dan. DaryDutchman, to [Sec. Cecil?]. Going over to Emidesth
April on family business, | became intimate withté?d_ubrighte, a German, who showed me a powdechvhi
would turn silver and quicksilver into gold, anddid it before my face. | got some of the powder, camengldnhd
stayed till Midsummer, thence backwards and forwaodCalais about family matters. | showed Hansr@hall of
Dunkirk my powder, and he told the governor of @Glaes; they did it themselves, and asked if | donbke the
powder. | said not, but a friend of mine could;ytldfered me money to get my friend thither, whigiromised to
try to do, but have never been there since. [1 jpage

James I. Vol. XIX. 83. [March 26th. 1606.] Hen. \ght to the Earl of Salisbury. Sends him a "theovikih an
overture"; having served him in small matters, i&ffleis services in great. Can do something in schbip.
Incloses,

83. (1). Account of his theorike; has discoverezlnfode of distilling the water of life, and of timg metals into
gold. Begs that in compensation for his servicagiiscovering of villainous practices”, he may haygace that
will bring him in money to supply his furnaces, .dicomises Salisbury and the King the benefit sfdiscoveries.
Clerkenwell, March 26.



